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Cocoa



Cocoa deforestation

https://medium.com/maphubs/seven-maps-that-explain-the-ivory-coast-cocoa-crisis-a2ba06dcc9e7 

https://medium.com/maphubs/seven-maps-that-explain-the-ivory-coast-cocoa-crisis-a2ba06dcc9e7


https://trase.earth

https://trase.earth/


EU Regulation on Deforestation-free Products

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en 

Adopted in 2023, should have applied for Dec. 2024, twice 
delayed
Large and medium operators: 30 December 2026
Micro and small operators: 30 June 2027

Beef, cocoa, coffee, palm oil, rubber, soy, timber and derived 
products (e.g. chocolate, but not leather…), placed on EU 
market

No deforestation after cut off date 31/12/2020
No illegality, no breach of human rights
"Due diligence"

Traceability to the plot level
Controls according to the risk level (country)

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en


Unilateral policy: equity issues at each step

McDermott et al. (2025) https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2025.103469 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2025.103469


Smallholder exclusion

Guye et al. (2026) https://doi.org/10.1111/rego.70142   

https://doi.org/10.1111/rego.70142


EUDR again



EUDR again



Between the hammer…

Complaints about unfair burden abroad?



…. and the anvil

 

 

Complaints about unfair burden at home?



But not so simple…

Pressures to weaken also coming from inside…



But not so simple…
… support also coming from 
companies…

https://coffeewatch.org/joint-statement-120-companies-investors-and-ngos-unite-behind-call-on-the-european-commission-to-end-legal-uncertainty-and-implement
-the-eu-deforestation-regulation/ 

https://voicenetwork.cc/news-updates/companies-and-companies-and-ngos-oppose-reopening-the-substance-of-the-eu-deforestation-regulationcompanies-and/ 

https://coffeewatch.org/joint-statement-120-companies-investors-and-ngos-unite-behind-call-on-the-european-commission-to-end-legal-uncertainty-and-implement-the-eu-deforestation-regulation/
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What to do?

● Keep the ambition, resist the pushbacks
● But do walk the talk on equity
● Hear the concerns, but explain the hard truths

Team website
https://landsystems-lab.earth/ 

Trase website & platform
https://www.trase.earth/ 

https://landsystems-lab.earth/
https://www.trase.earth/

