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WHAT ?

Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education
and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all

SDG 4
📚🍎✏️



Source: https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
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Education as a cornerstone for sustainable
societies ; 

➡️ shaping values that are supportive of
sustainable development 

Not independent from other SDG’s; it is
actually a driver to achieve all the other goals

WHY?
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 Economic Growth & Innovation (Eurostat, 2026)

Sharing values leading to peace, prosperity and
democracy (GPE Secretariat, 2015)

Gender Equality (Vladimirova & Le Blanc, 2015)

Driving people out of poverty ; employment, decent
jobs and entrepreneurship (Eurostat, 2026)

SDG’s Intertwined



SDG 4 QUALITY EDUCATION

SDG Report 2026 - Improvements, but not quite yet there...

More children are completing school, but access and learning outcomes lag behind.
Global completion rates have risen across all levels of education since 2015, yet 273
million children and young people remain out of school and proficiency levels in reading
and mathematics are alarmingly low. 

Global completion rates increased between 2015 and 2024:
Primary: 85% → 88%
Lower secondary: 75% → 78%
Upper secondary: 53% → 61%

Yet 273 million children and young people remain out of school (16.8% globally).

BUT...
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 Technological advancement is outpacing the digital skills needed to navigate it. Internet
access is expanding rapidly, but many people still lack essential competencies in areas
like online safety and digital content creation, limiting their ability to participate fully in
an increasingly digital world. 

Key priority: strengthen digital literacy and critical thinking to promote safe, inclusive
participation in the digital economy, especially as AI transforms education and work.

SDG Report 2026 - Improvements, but not quite yet there...

BUT...
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School infrastructure is improving, but disparities by gender, wealth and location remain
wide. Poorer, rural and marginalized populations face persistent disadvantages, and
many schools – particularly in LDCs – still lack electricity, sanitation, Internet access and
disability-adapted infrastructure. 

Poorer children are increasingly left behind at higher education levels
School infrastructure is improving, but one in five primary schools still lacks electricity
or clean water

SDG Report 2026 - Improvements, but not quite yet there...

BUT...
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In 2024, around 1 in 5 teachers worldwide lacked the minimum required qualifications.
Qualified primary teachers increased from 80% (2015) to 82% (2024), while secondary
teacher qualification levels declined slightly.
In sub-Saharan Africa, 30–40% of teachers lack minimum qualifications.
Key barriers include insufficient training capacity, growing student populations,
difficult working conditions and limited public investment.

Key priority: invest in teacher training, professional development and retention to
improve learning outcomes.

Teacher Qualifications remain a challenge

SDG Report 2026 - Improvements, but not quite yet there...
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The global learning crisis
Low learning outcomes: In 2019, only 58% of primary-school children achieved
minimum reading proficiency and 44% achieved minimum mathematics proficiency.
Declining proficiency (2012–2022): Across 57 mostly middle- and high-income
countries:

Reading: 59% → 47%
Mathematics: 41% → 36%

The learning crisis predates COVID-19 and reflects systemic weaknesses in education
quality.

Key priority: invest in teaching quality and provide targeted support for struggling
learners.

Learning outcomes are low and have declined in richer countries

SDG Report 2026 - Improvements, but not quite yet there...
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 Ensuring every child has access to quality education
will require stronger investments in equitable,

resilient and inclusive education systems 

SDG Report 2026 - Improvements, but not quite yet there...



 “The direction we choose now will determine
whether the progress of the past decade
holds – or unravels.”

António Guterres, Secretary-General, United Nations
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CASE #1
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Theory Applied

Gender equality: who is being left behind?
In many Western countries, women now outnumber men
among graduates, so the gender gap in education is
increasingly running the other way. Where does this leave
gender equality in education: should the goal shift from
access for girls to equal outcomes for both boys and girls?

CASE #1
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CASE #2
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CASE #2

Theory Applied
War and education: can SDG 4 still be reached?

Conflicts such as in Gaza and Iran are destroying schools and
keeping children out of classrooms. Can SDG 4 be achieved
where education itself is under attack, and what is the
international community doing to protect schools and
children’s right to learn in these conflicts?
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Theory Applied

Education policy in Belgium: what future for our schools?

Belgian education ministers have reportedly gone against the
Council of State’s advice on the principle of equality, while
cuts hit welfare and research funding. What do these choices
mean for the future of education in Belgium, and for equal
access and quality, the core of SDG 4?

CASE #3
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CASE #4

Drie op de tien leekrachten
hebben niet het juiste diploma
Drie op de tien leekrachten
hebben niet het juiste diploma
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Theory Applied

Teacher shortages in Belgium: what can be done?

Belgian schools struggle to find and keep enough and
qualified teachers. What would make the profession more
attractive and sustainable, and how much public investment
does that require? And how does the debate over the
expression of religion in schools, such as the headscarf
question, affect teachers and pupils and the inclusive school
SDG 4 aims for?

CASE #4
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Theory Applied

Soft skills in education: the role of non-formal learning

Schools focus on knowledge, but skills such as
communication, critical thinking, collaboration and
intercultural understanding matter just as much for life and
work. What role can youth organisations like UNYA Flanders
and Brussels play in building these skills alongside formal
education, and how can schools and such organisations work
together?

CASE #5
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