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the literature raises doubts about the actual steering effects of the 

goals owing to their poor additionality with respect to existing 

environmental agreements, their inherent contradictions, and their weak 

ambition when it comes to planetary integrity.
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The way forward: Financing Sustainable

Development

SDG stimulus - Four components:
20 September 2022

1. First, Multilateral Development Banks – the World Bank and regional 

counterparts – must increase concessional funding to developing countries 

linked to investments in the Sustainable Development Goals.

2. Second, debt relief. Creditors should consider debt reduction mechanisms 

such as debt-climate adaptation swaps

3. Third, an expansion of liquidity. I urge the International Monetary Fund 

and major central banks to expand their liquidity facilities and currency lines 

immediately and significantly. Special Drawing Rights play an important role 

in enabling developing countries to invest in recovery and the SDGs.

4. Fourth, I call on governments to empower specialized funds like Gavi, the 

Global Fund and the Green Climate Fund. G20 economies should underwrite 

an expansion of these funds as additional financing for the SDGs.



The way forward: The EU’s SDG Leadership 
at Home and Internationally

• The EU’s Pushed for the Adoption of the SDGs
Before 2015 Which Represent Its Values

• The Only Credible SDG Champion Globally

• Multiple Crises Clarify Way Forward: 
Accelerate Implementation of the European
Green Deal

• EU’s Capacity to Steer Others (e.g. Net-Zero
Commitments). Single Market

• The Challenges of Convergence & LNOB

• The EU needs to Curb Negative International
Spillovers Through Domestic Reforms and SDG
/ Green Deal Diplomacy



40% of the EU’s CO2 footprint to satisfy consumption of good 

and services takes place in other countries

EU’s consumption is responsible for 16% of tropical 

deforestation

EU’s imports of textile products are associated with 375 fatal-accidents 

and 21,000 non-fatal accidents at work



“The EU has the largest single market in 

the world. We are open for business but 

we are attached to reciprocity, level 

playing field & values”

“Zero-tolerance for child labour in EU 

trade policy”

23/06/2022. Resolution. Implementation & Delivery of the SDGs.

7. Stresses the fact that efforts to mainstream the SDGs 

across EU internal and external policies should go beyond a 

mapping exercise; recalls that many EU internal policies not 

only contribute to the implementation of the SDGs, but also 

have a very high ecological, social and economic spillover 

impact on developing countries and vulnerable groups and 

populations



Upcoming International Summits

• COP 27 (Climate): 06-18 November 2022, Egypt

• G20 Summit: 15-16 November 2022, Indonesia (India next)

• COP15 (Biodiversity): 07-19 December 2022, Montreal (hosted by China)

• G7 Summit: 19-21 May, 2023, Japan (followed by Italy)

• HLPF: 10-14 July, 2023, New York (first EU-wide VNR)

• Second SDG Summit at Heads of States Level: September 2023, New York

• Pandemic Summit: Spetember 2023, New York


